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About IAMSE 

IAMSE is an international organization with a focus on advancing medical 
science education through faculty development.

• Annual meeting
• Webinar series
• Publications (journal, manuals)

•Travel Grant program
•Research Grant program

Train you to become a better educator

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

About IAMSE

Journal Medical Science Educator IAMSE Annual Meeting 2023
June 10-13, Cancun, Mexico
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Goals of the workshop 

Provide a better understanding of scientific publishing and manuscript 
submission

– Identify barriers for successful publishing
– Differences between journals
– Provide strategies to increase the chances of acceptance of 

submitted work
– Provide insight in the editorial processes of a journal

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Not always a journal article…

Venues to present your work
• Local meetings at your own institution
• Conferences (poster, oral)

• Journal (article)
• Book or book chapter
• Digital repository (assets)

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

5

6



4

Why to publish in a journal?

What is academic publishing about?

Adding to the existing body of knowledge 
in health professions education through 

educational innovation and research 
by building upon the work of others

• Science of Learning (how people learn)
• Science of Instruction (how to help people learn)

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Common barriers in getting published

Often mentioned:

• Lack of time
• Poor English grammar skills
• Lack of educational expertise
• No clear research question
• No clear conceptual framework used
• Cannot find the right journal
• Used the incorrect manuscript format

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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How to publish your 
manuscript?

7 steps to success

What

Who

Journal Format

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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What to publish?

Decide what it is you want to publish

Boyer’s 4 areas of educational Scholarship
• Teaching – use Glassick’s standards (Clear goals, Adequate Preparation, 

Appropriate methods, Significant results, Effective presentation, Reflective 
critique) for education scholarship

• Application – applying principles, theories in an educational setting
• Integration – synthesis of information across different disciplines, or topics 

within a discipline, or across time
• Discovery – educational research based on a research question

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What to publish?

Discovery: 4 levels of research
• Does it work? (descriptive, evaluation)
• Does it work better? (comparative)
• What works better in which context? (contextualizing)
• Why does it work? (explaining)

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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What to publish?

Examples

• Share innovative experiences and developments, new findings or insights
• Research based on a research question
• Validate teaching methods
• Validate educational theories or build new theories

• Motivation, self regulation skills, spatial ability
• Viewpoint, opinion or critiques on a specific topic

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What to publish?

Always ask yourself:
• What does the literature say?
• What is the gap you are addressing?
• Why are you doing this?
• Is it of interest to the readers?

So what???

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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What to publish?

Examples of topics
• Effect of a Digital Dissection Guide on Examination Performance and Student Satisfaction
• Relationship of Medical Student Lecture Attendance with Exam Scores
• Factors That Determine the Perceived Effectiveness of Peer Feedback in Collaborative Learning
• Medical Student Perception of a Virtual Reality Training Module for Anatomy Education
• The Effect of Spaced Instruction on Knowledge Retention
• Effectiveness of Small Group Discussions for Teaching Pharmacology Concepts
• How do Collaborative Active Learning Activities Promote Deep Learning?
• …..

In doubt? Ask the Editor!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What

Who

Journal Format

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

15

16



9

Who is your audience?

Who do you want to read your article?

Decide who you want to write your article for:

• Educators who can use your findings in teaching?
• Educational researchers?
• People in basic science departments or in clinical departments?
• Deans and directors, decision makers?
• Students?

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What

Who

Format Format

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!
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Which manuscript format?

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Manuscript Formats

Which manuscript type for your manuscript?
Based on your topic (step 1) and the audience (step 2) you need to select an article type you want your 
article to be published

Examples from Medical Science Educator:
• Original Research

Educational Research 3000-5000 words Fixed format
• Short Communications 

Brief observations 1500 words Fixed format
• Innovation

Novel ideas 750 words Only 1-2 pages
• Monograph

Of general interest to educators 3000-5000 words Narrative, free structure
• Commentary

Editorials, essays, viewpoints 3000 words Narrative, free structure
Exact format depends on the journal!!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Article types: Research

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Article types: Research
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Article types: Research

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Article types: Monograph
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Article types: Monograph
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Article types: Monograph
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Article types: Innovation

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What

Who

Format Journal

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

27

28



15

How to select a journal?

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

How to select a journal?

o Biomedical Research Journals
o Medical Journals
o Education Journals
o Medical Education Journals

Journals have different topics and different audiences!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Overview of Medical Education Journals

Different topic, different readership

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Overview of Medical Education Journals

Academic Medicine Medical Teacher Medical Education

AAMC AMEE ASME

General General General

Reject rate > 90% Reject rate > 90%

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Overview of Medical Education Journals

Clinical Teacher Advances in Health Teaching and 
Science Education Learning

ASME Researchers Scholarship

Clinical teachers Reject rate > 60%

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Overview of Medical Education Journals

Medical Science Educator Anatomical Science The Asia-Pacific

Education Scholar

IAMSE AAA NUS-CenMED

Scholarship Scholarship teaching Scholarship

Reject rate > 50% Anatomical Sciences

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Things to consider when selecting a journal

• Peer reviewed
• Publishing model
• Impact factor
• Rejection rate
• Citation indexes

Publishing model
• Traditional Publishing model

– Free submission
– Journal subscription (reader pays: personal/library)

• Open Access Publishing
– Submission fees (author pays)
– Journal free available

• Mixed model

Impact Factor
• The average citation count for a journal
• In any given year, the impact factor of a journal is 

the number of citations of articles published in 
that journal during the two preceding years, 
divided by the total number of articles published 
in that journal during the two preceding years

Rejection Rate
• High rates make publishing more difficult
• Some journals have rejection rates > 90%

Citation Indexes
MEDLINE
Bibliographic database of the U.S. National Library of Medicine. Contains more 
than 24 million references to journal articles in life sciences/biomedicine. 
PubMed
Citation service of the U.S. National Library of Medicine. Includes over 18 million 
citations from MEDLINE and other life science journals for biomedical articles 
back to 1948. PubMed includes links to full text.
PubMed Central (PMC)
Free digital repository that archives publicly accessible full-text scholarly articles 
that have been published within the biomedical and life sciences journal 
literature.

A growing number of MEDLINE citations contain a link to the free full text of the 
article archived in PubMed Central or to other sites.

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Citation indexing services for journals
• Pubmed (NLM) biomedical
• Pubmed Central (NLM) biomedical
• MEDLINE (NLM) biomedical
• Web of Science cross-disciplinary
• EBSCO cross-disciplinary
• OCLC cross-disciplinary
• Google Scholar cross-disciplinary
• ISI cross-disciplinary
• ProQuest cross-disciplinary
• BioMed Central biology and medicine, open access
• BIOSIS life sciences and biomedical research
• ERA cross-disciplinary
• SCOPUS (Elsevier) cross-disciplinary
• EMBASE (Elsevier) cross-disciplinary
• SSCI social sciences including education
• ERIC education/cross-disciplinary
• …..

Citation indexes

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

How to select a journal?

• Summary
– Peer-reviewed
– Readership (researchers, educators, students, general public)
– Publishing model (subscription/open access)
– Metrics of the journal (indexed, impact factor)
– Rejection rate

– Appropriate field: in doubt ask the Editor!

– Connections, published before

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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What

Who

Format Journal

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

How to write the manuscript?

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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How to write the manuscript?

General tips:
• Focus on 1 clear topic per submission
• Find co-authors to collaborate with
• Multi-institutional work often stronger than individual
• Embed the work in recent literature

Writing skills:
• Find help for spelling and grammar if you are a non-native English writer

Know the journal style:
• Follow/read several journals to become familiar with the style of reporting

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

How to write the manuscript?

Make sure you use the correct methodology:
• Clearly indicate the educational theory used
• Medical education is often qualitative research
• Describe data collection in detail, qualitative or quantitative
• Use the correct statistics, very different with qualitative and quantitative research (ask 

statistician for help)

Always follow the instructions for authors:
• Cover letter, word count, article types, manuscript structure, file types, reference style, IRB, 

tables and figures, etc… 

Ask the journal Editor for advice if needed

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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What

Who

Format Journal

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!
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How to submit?
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Submission Process

Submission process

Follow Instructions for Authors (see website):
• Cover letter
• Style
• Language
• Reference style
• File format for manuscript and figures
• Internal Review Board approval

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Submission Process

Reviewers:
– Indicate to Editor relevance and importance of the work
– Check on proper methods, citations, language
– Sends constructive feedback to the author to improve the manuscript

Editors:
– Decide for acceptance or rejection

• Based on content and review results
• Based on other factors

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Associate 
Editor

3 
reviewers

First 
decision

Author 
makes 

revisions

Editor in 
Chief

Submission >
Accepted <

Rejected <

Admin review, 
plagiarism, 
is it complete?

Rejected <

What

Who

Format Journal

Write

Submit Revise

Publication!

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Revise

Tips for revising your manuscript:

• Read the reviewer comments carefully
• Revise the manuscript
• Explain in a separate letter to the editor how comments have been addressed
• If you disagree with the reviewer, let the editor know why

• The editor evaluates the revisions and your response
• If satisfied, the article will be accepted

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

What

Who

Format Journal

Write

Submit Revise

Ready for
Publication!
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After acceptation

Production process

• Final version formatted to journal style (by Publisher)
• Sign copyright agreement and pay optional Open Access fees
• Proofing by authors
• Publication in print and/or online

For Medical Science Educator
• Freely available to IAMSE members (website) and Springer clients
• Accessible through Springer website

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

After publication

Promote your article!

• Mention in the newsletter from your institution
• Add to your LinkedIn profile
• Add to networks such as ResearchGate
• Promote it on social media: Blog posts, Facebook, Twitter, Google+, etc

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)
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Addressing unresolved questions

AMFEM 2022 (Puerto Vallarta)

Medical Science Educator

International Association of Medical Science Educators www.iamse.org

Journal: Medical Science Educator www.medicalscienceeducator.org

Contact:
Peter de Jong
Editor-in-Chief
editor@iamse.org
journal@iamse.org
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